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Waste – Air Pollution – Renewables

Focus today will be on: 

• Waste

• Air pollution

• Renewable energies

links to other policies, particularly
climate change and energy
policies
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EUROSAI Group – 20 September 2005 

Focus today will be on: 

• programmes

• standards

• Austrian and EU policy goals

• level achieved

• including challenges
• nationally and EU wide
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EUROSAI  Group 20 September 2005 
– Austrian environmental policies

OECD 2003 Environmental Performance Review, p.15: 

„Austrian env. policies have been quite effective in 
meeting a number of demanding env. objectives e.g. 
strict air quality standards,..high rates of material 
recycling for several waste streams.

Federal and provincial governments have long had
ambitious env. policies to respond to pressures on the
environment….“
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Eurosai Group 20 09 – Austrian env. policies

� (?) As a landlocked country Austria partly depends for
its environmental quality on progress by its neighbours..“
Critical remarks:

OECD understatement of the predominant role of MS & EU Acquis
influencing various national policies today directly or indirectly, 

e.g. cross-border transport modes, energy modes, waste policies etc., 

6 of our 8 NEIGHBOURS today are EU PARTNERS  

and thereby involved in EU policy & decision making

…

� Today, priority environmental issues include climate
protection, nature and biodiversity conservation, waste
management and water and soil management.“    



Seite 7 07.12.2005

EUROSAI Group  - WASTE POLICY 

Austrian principles for waste management
Source: Austrian Waste Management Act (AWG 1990) amended in 
2002

� Priority on quantitative and qualitative 
prevention of waste generation

� Recycling of waste generation

� Environmentally sound treatment
� of remaining waste

� Legal requirements, YES certainly
but also stimulating
� sector concepts
� organisational developments, 
� public funding
� technology & innovation
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Austrian waste policy – new developments
� Further reduction of landfilling
� some new incineration plants

� focus on pre-treatment of wastes
generated

� mechanical-biological

� pre-treatment promoted (MBA):

� Chart following will show how
� recycling and disposal of  household or
similar wastes has changed from
� 1989- 2003 

grey landfilling, yellow mechanical-biological
treatment, red incineration, blue recycling, 
green organic waste =composting
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Recycling and disposal of household waste (1989-
2003)

Verwertung und Beseitigung von Abfällen aus Haushalten und ähnlichen Einrichtungen

1989 - 2003
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Export of Austrian Know-how on Waste

� Case:  „Saubermacher“ 
(chart of locations)

� biggest Austrian private waste

� disposal company with customers of 
� 900 municipalities & 25,000 enterprises, 
� 17 joint ventures (in H,CZ,SLO,CRO 
etc.) operating landfills and composting
plants

� Austrian administrative know-
how appreciated, 
� Austria contributing actively
� to EU Waste Policy
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Latest developments in EU Waste Policy- Part 1  

� Waste Framework Directive 75/442  

� revised by new „EU Thematic Strategy on 
Waste“  - Austrian priority in 2006

� Will include provisions on organic waste

� Shipment of Waste Regulation (revision
ongoing, conciliation possible)

� Packaging Directive, new recycling targets,
� implementation in 12 MS including A: 2008  
� in 13 other MS: 2010 – 2015 only
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Latest developments in EU Waste Policy– Part 2 

� WEEE Directive and RoHS
Directive covering waste from
electrical and electronic waste, 

� restricting hazardous waste
� i.a. heavy metals 

� Batteries Directive
� revision ongoing
� phase-out for heavy metals e.g. Ni 
Cd
� End-of Life Vehicle Directive
� implementation pending
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Waste Policy: Austria leading EU policies on 
prevention, recycling and procurement

• Example: EU Landfill Directive
1999 /Austrian case

� guidelines already in the 1980s 
� certification requirements for all  
Austrian landfills from 1990 onwards
by civil-engineers

� separation of  waste fractions
earlier than in many other MS

� landfill design and construction
ordinance in preparation well before
accession (1993-1994)     

site categories according to waste
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Landfill Directive – Austria and the EU 
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Austria already by now fullfilling
the 1999 EU Directive´s target in  
reducing the biodegradable amount
in landfilling significantly

target in 1996 Austrian Landfill
Ordinance:  
� 0 % for new installations by
1997; 
� for existing ones by 1Jan. 2004 

� Target in EU (see chart): 
� 75% in 2006; 35 % in 2016 

Remark: EU minimum standards, MS may do more
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Eurosai Group: AIR POLLUTION – an EU challenge

EU Air Quality Acquis
is based on 
� Air Quality Framework 
Directive
and 
4 Daughter Directives
including quality targets and 
progressive limit values for all 
major pollutants

European and national challenges
(e.g. TEN, structural funds, Brenner 
tunnel)

Photo: Commissioners Wallström and Dimas
(ENV) measuring traffic air pollution in 
Brussels, Rue de la Loi 175
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Air Objectives and targets

„Austria has set limit values and 
targets often beyond those
required by the EU and 
international law“ (OECD 2003 
Perf. Review Report) 
e.g. SO2, particulate matter, 
NO2 

EU environmental acquis has 
gained in importance, it
is implemented & monitored
thoroughly

BUT…… 
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EUROSAI Group:  Air pollution

it has not yet proven to cope with
mayor EU challenges
notably in EU transport & energy policies
Example in transport: Chart 1999 road transport crossing
the Alps (Brenner, Frejus) 

Some challenges due to cross-border
effects but others also of national origin
e.g. Graz etc.  

Solutions:
further regional, federal & EU measures
are vital to cope with exceeding cases and 
to close the gap to gradually more stringent
national and EU limit values towards 2010 
Austria pushing the EU´s CAFE agenda
2006
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Air pollution – federal measures to cope with the
challenge

Case: Particulates (PM 10)  
Federal incentives for particulate filters
by amendments to the corresponding
NoVA levy
since 1 July 2005 (!) 
(maximum € 300 in both directions +/-) 

Inquiries of the state
obligation to act due to the Immission 
Protection Act

Action plans of federation and Länder  
based on a new study done Env. 
Agency, work in progress
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Air Quality – Transport - Renewables

EU Biofuel Directive 2003/30/EC 

EU targets (minimum target):  
of all petrol & diesel for transport
purposes put on the market end of 

from 2% by Dec. 2005 
to 
5,75%  by Dec. 2010 

Austrian domestic target:
to reach EU target already
in 2008
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EUROSAI Group: Renewable Energies
Solar collectors (2004 data)                                                    
in 2004: 191,500 sqm installed

in total 2.8 million sqm, 
AUT production (2004): 
500,200 sm (65% exported!)    

Heat pumps: around 160,000 installed in 
total, a very strongly growing heating
system

Wood (2004): 505,000 appartments heated, 

amongst which 29,050 are pellets fired, 
in 2004 13,500 biomass facilities were
installed, amongst which 6.077 pellet 
systems
(compare to 2002: 4,490; 2003: 5,190 pellets; 
fuel price discussion 2005) 
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Renewable energies – Austrian facts
� Bio diesel
13 facilities with > 100.000 t/a
Austria amongst 6 EU pioneers
� Biogas
around 200 facilities, 
mostly in agriculture

Photovoltaic
By end 2003 around 16,8 MW (peak)                  

� Wind power (data: 1 Q 2005) 
435 facilities with 622 MW

� Water power
around 4000 plants <5MW 

total 11,700 MW  big Austrian asset
but depending on annual climatic situation
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Renewable energy in figures – the EU Context

Austria was No. 4 in 2003 
with regard to renewables/gross
energy consumption
behind Latvia, Sweden and 
Finland
EU-25: average 6%, A >20% 

RES/electricity:
Austria No 1 and 
leading with around 66 % 

EU target: 
from 14 %(2001) to 22 % in 2010   
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Renewable energies

Programmes and initiatives

Example:  

the climate protection initiative of the ministry of life 

“Klima:aktiv offers tailor-made programmes for all those who want to 
benefit from the advantages offered by modern, climate-friendly
technologies in their jobs or in private life“  (Minister Josef Pröll) 
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Klima:aktiv – 14 comprehensive programmes

•solar heat
•ecofacility
•e5–communities 

•Mobility management in companies
•energy wood
•live modern

•QM through modernisation of 
district heating plants
•biogas

•energy-efficient companies
•klima:aktiv house

In preparation:
heat from wood
heatpump
energy-saving appliances
modernisation of private homes



Seite 25 07.12.2005

EUROSAI GROUP 

Thank you very much for your attention! 

contact: 
margareta.stubenrauch@lebensministerium.at
Stubenbastei 5
A-1010 Vienna

http://www.lebensministerium.at


