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The Austrian Court of Audit

Cleaning up contaminated sites

Scope of the audit
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the economic and efficient
use of invested funds

ecologic output

efficient execution (e.g.
control mechanisms)
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Cleaning up contaminated sites
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Main findings

funding was not guaranteed due to
new waste treatment policy

not enough attention was paid to set
priorities

the system of financing did not take care
enough on the polluter—pays principle
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Cleaning up contaminated sites

Unsolved problem

present owner is not the polluter

v

polluter cannot be found
(e.g. damages of World War Il)

v
present owner is sponger of the public investment
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Cleaning up contaminated sites

Main results

3 nine changes of the law,
following the former recommendations

comprehensive new regulation

contaminated sites will be listed
comprehensively
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The Basil Convention

on the control of transboundary
movements
of hazardous wastes and their disposal

EU-regulation 93/259/EWG,
regulation on the supervision and control of
shipments of waste within, into and out of the
European Community
(including ban amendment)
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Basil Convention

Scope of the audit

s——> notification system

>——> achieving of legal goals

s——> control mechanisms

14. 9. 2005 Dr. Heinrich Lang



The Austrian Court of Audit

Basil Convention
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Main findings

only 19% of the notifications were formally
correct and complete

only about 40% of the contingents were
utilised

bank guarantees were partly limited in time

no comprehensive database concerning
penalties -> no possiblility to deprive permits
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Basil Convention

Unsolved problem

Basil conve

(principle of autar

nocoQ >
concept s
.A,= qulation

(principle of shortest transport)
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Basil Convention

Main recommendations

Austria should strive for autarky
better acquisition of data

only unlimited bank-guarantees for securing
transports

S S S A 8

to implement a data base concerning
penalties
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Waste Management

+ target: state of waste management
In Austria

audits in all states

four audits done, rest in the next six
months

++
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Waste management

Burgenland

mass of waste is still increasing

treatment by one enterprise

municipalities are in delay in the
Implementation of collecting
systems
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+++
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Waste management

Tyrol

still almost exclusively landfilling

Incineration in Upper Austria and
Germany

backlog demand of political
concepts and decisions

+++
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Waste management

Upper Austria

enough incineration facilities

only small regional approaches in
collecting waste

lack of capacities for waste from
constructing, masses are missing

+++
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Waste management

Management enterprise
In Burgenland

+ mechanical-biological treatment

+ backlog demand of political
concepts and decisions
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reports available at
www.rechnungshof.gv.at

www.nik.gov.pl/intosai

Thank you
for your
attention
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